 South East Regional Coordinating Council on Transportation
August 11, 2015


Attendee list
Rachel Fichtenbaum, Julie Boren, Mary Ellen DeFrias, Joe Yasaian, Janet Richardi, Maritza Aquino, Mike Moran, Mary Basilone, Angie Azevedo, Sarah Alden, Filomena Tripp, Aniko Laszlo, Eileen Wheeler Sheehan, Laura Beaudoin, June Fleichsman, Melanie Ramos, Anne Bisson,  Sharna Small-Borsellino

[bookmark: _GoBack]Welcome & Past Meeting Notes
· Attendees introduced themselves
· The group accepted the meeting notes from the July meeting with no amendments
· Regarding the July notes, one attendee asked for clarification on the term “World Café model.” Others explained that it is a facilitation strategy where you divide the group into different tables, each of which talks about a different topic. After a set amount of time participants may move to the next table to talk about one of the other topics. But not everyone talks about every topic.

Tufts Health Plan LOI Update
· The LOI was submitted before the July 20 deadline. We should hear by August 19 whether we are invited to move to the next stage. We’ll reconvene the subgroup if we are invited to the next stage
· The United Way of Greater Attleboro Taunton (UWGAT) is the host 501c3 applying on behalf of SERCCOT for funding for an outreach project to provide information to Attleboro, Fall River, New Bedford, and Taunton about Ride Match and available transportation options. The outreach would target individuals as well as agencies and healthcare facilities
· Thanks very much to Janet for taking the lead on finalizing and submitting the LOI

Wareham Coordination Update
· Janet, Angie, and Steve previously met Jaime from the Community Development Office and decided to convene a larger group
· The meeting is scheduled for Aug 11 at 1 PM (after today’s RCC meeting). Attendees will include the Boys & Girls Club, High Point Treatment Center, South Coast Hospitals, and some churches. Attendees will talk about their needs and discuss what types of transportation solutions they might be interested in

Fall Forum Location
· Thanks to Janet for getting us the ATMC (Advanced Technology & Manufacturing Center) for the morning of November 13
· Janet is investigating whether we can bring in outside catering
· ATMC can fit at least 100 people with round tables
· Thanks to Yasaian for also offering space at BCC

Fall Forum Outreach
· Please send contact info (especially emails) for anyone who should be invited to Angie Azevedo (aazevedo@srpedd.org)
· More ideas of whom to invite
· SER-Jobs for Progress
· Lead agencies involved in employment supports
· PRIDE
· Vocational schools & alternative high schools
· Taunton area School to Careers
· Sarah has many ideas that she’ll send Angie, such as Attleboro Enterprises & Triangle
· Employment programs for seniors such as Citizens for Citizens
· Invite the 4 Mayors as well as the legislative delegation – but we only have time for Senator Rodrigues to speak. We’ll just acknowledge the others & thank them for coming. Also invite staff from Joe Kennedy and Elizabeth Warren’s offices
· Veterans’ organizations
· Transportation providers
· Bloom Bus & other intercity providers
· Providers who came to last year’s forum
· Aniko will reach out to Work Without Limits. They are having a conference on October 27, and we can promote the forum there
· Angie will send out the current list & we can all make additions
· Eileen Wheeler Sheehan will draft a flyer based on last year’s

Pre-Forum Survey
· The group discussed whether schools and employers should get the same survey or different surveys
· Schools tend to have one campus, whereas employers are more decentralized
· Education has mandated transportation through high school (but not post-secondary)
· They decided to do a separate survey. Joe will help with the education survey. However, colleges are also large employers, so perhaps the employment questions should also go to the educational institutions
· Ideas for survey questions
· Have you surveyed your employees?
· Do you provide transportation?
· Do you partner with others on transportation?
· Do you pay for transportation?
· Are there particular locations you have trouble getting your employees to? If so, where are they starting, and where do they need to go?

Forum Agenda
· Mary will invite Adam Blye to speak
· Senator Rodrigues has it on his calendar to speak
· Julie will go through the feedback from the evaluations people did on last year’s forum to see if they have suggestions we can incorporate
· Tell people what we accomplished based on last year’s forum
· We should reach back out to the attendees regardless after we hear back from Tufts

Proposed Timeframe
· Finalize the survey before our next meeting – Sept 8
· Get the survey out Sept 24 or 25
· Survey results due October 9
· Develop the World Café questions in October
· Forum Nov 13

Brainstorm & Discussion
· Plymouth called GATRA about transportation to their alternative high school. GATRA is going to do it, but the route will also be open to the public because transit authorities have to serve the public by federal law. Similarly, GATRA provides shuttles to colleges, but they are also open to the public. Most of the riders are students, but some commuters also ride
· Some COAs provide feeder service to the Bristol Agriculture transportation
· Joe mentioned that he has seen a bus to take employees to the Portsmouth Naval Yard in NH
· UMass Dartmouth is on two SRTA routes and also has an internal shuttle
· Getting people from Attleboro to Fall River remains a challenge – it’s 2-3 hours and multiple buses to get there by public transportation. People need to get to Fall River for cheaper housing, court dates, shelters, and more
· GATRA’s Med Wheels program can transport people from Attleboro to Fall River for medical trips
· The Taunton DTA no longer has a homelessness coordinator. People have to go to Fall River, New Bedford, or Brockton. This is a huge challenge. People need to get to a DTA office

Next Meeting
· Tuesday, September 8, 9-10:30AM at SRPEDD
